Dear Mr. Earp, June 12,2010

The proposed Willits Bypass has so many design flaws that it has become an unworkabie
solution to our traffic congestion problem. Our community will be much better off

without it. I want you to stop the funding for this project.

The bypass offers us a 1950’s solution that doesn’t work in our post peak oil world. The =
bypass in its current iteration is too big because it presumes a future of cheap oil that is

obviously over. The traffic it is designed to handle will not materialize, and we will have

sacrificed another strand of the web of life for the almighty auto. It degrades our valleys
environment, and our rural quality of life for little pay back. We value our salmon and

wetlands far above smooth traffic flow. Since the proposal does not include a Hwy 20

connation it will not even improve the congestion.

Do not fund this project. After all the cutbacks in the states budget this is the cut I want

to happen. This is an opportunity for the state to save a lot of money and leave our

ecosystem in tact for local development. Defunding this misfit project is the best -
possibility for Willits to develop into a self sustaining community.

Kill this bypass!
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Lynn Dee Johnson
3001 Ridgewood Rd
Willits, Ca'95490



h TR ¢

June 15, 2010

Mr. James Earp, Chair B ' L

JUN 21

Bimla Rhinehart, Executive Director
California Transportation Commission

1120 N Street, Room 2221 MS-52
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Earp:

I wish to express to you my thoughts about the Willits Bypass Project. I am a
member of the Willits City Council, speaking not for the Council but for myself
and a significant number of my constituents. :

I, and that significant number of citizens, feel that we are on the brink of a major
mistake. The four-lane free way portends an economic and ecological poor
decision.

First, let’s address economics. This project is estimated to cost 239 million
dollars. In California’s financial crisis can any rational objective person suggest
that this project is the best use of limited funds? Cal-Trans is a juggernaut. It is
out of control. Decades old plans and ideas are not being looked at from a 2010
perspective. Peak oil, climate change and economic cataclysm were not in the
picture when these plans were originally made. Together their impact on the fifty
year future of transportation changes the perspective. An old Turkish proverb
says “No matter how far you have gone on the wrong road, turn back.” This
bypass is the wrong road. This project is not nght for Willits and it’s not right for
the State of California.

Now let’s address the ecology. The April 30, 2010 issue of the Willits News
addresses the recent Cal-Trans/Confusion Hill project just north of Willits. I
quote “The North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board alleges that
during construction of the Confusion Hill bypass, Cal-Trans violated its 401
Clean Water Act permit 154 separate times and had 141 days of violation during
the construction period August 17, 2006 and June 1, 2007.”

This is totally outrageous and absurd. The 1.5 million dollars in fines
recommended by NCWQCB Assistant Executive Officer Luis G. Rivera do not,
in my mind, mitigate ecological disdain, ~

Can we not learn from the current Gulf oil spill crisis that rubber stamping
permits in the name of progress is counter productive? Cal-Trans should not be
given any leeway just because they are Cal-Trans. The NCWQCB has




determined that the Cal-Trans application is incomplete due to lack of sufficient
information.

Do not support the project just because it is so late jn the game. Remember, no
matter how far you have gone on the wrong road, turn back.

Sincerely L

le,m,j //(L,L,_____.,

Gregory J. Kanne
Willits City Councilman
20 Pine St., #4

Willits, CA 95490



California [ ransportation Commission
Attn: Chairman Earp

1120 N Strect

Room 2221 (MS-52)

Sacramento, CA 95814

Telephone: (916) 654-4245

FAX: (916) 653-7134

June 28, 2010

Dear Chairman Earp,

T am asking you to deny the funding for a wasteful and i1l conceived hi ghway bypass project on
bighway 101 in Willits. Even Caltrans says that less than 10,000 vehicles per day would use this
massive 4 lane bypass the size of I-5. This traffic could be easily accommodated by a 2 Janc
expressway that would not impact sensitive wetlands. The cost of mitigation for the wetlands is
one of the reasons the price of this project has spiraled ouf of control. Caltrans i asking that you
provide $159 million at the June 30 meeting to fund only Phase 1 of this project. I believe that
this project should not be funded as currently designed for the following reasons.

The current design is unsafe. Jt is a 2-lane undivided highway with design speeds of 68 miles per
hour wilh a “viaduct” (narrow bridge) that is one full mile long. And since, according to
Caltrans, the full four-lane highway will not be built for a long time our community will be left
with this very dangcerous situation perhaps forcver.

Caltrans 1s not to providing a direct connection from the Bypass to Highway 20 which creates an
untenable situatibn. It is cleat that traffic to and from Highway 20 and Highway 101 north of
Willits will use Main Street rather than go miles out of their way (on another congested road) to
the south Willits interchange. Thus downtown Willits will continue to experience not only major
congestion, including truck traffic, but also heavy wear-and-tear on Main Street. :

And, finally, even the business community in Willits has expressed its dissatisfaction with the
current bypass design as not serving Willits.

I hope you will take thege things into consideration before allocating the funds to Caltrans at

your meeting on June 30th.

Sincerofy,

. Fe f
Ms. Freddie Long
24378 Birch Dr

Willits, CA 95490



